[DATE]

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger

Governor of the State of California

State Capitol, First Floor

Sacramento, CA  95814

Fax: 916-558-3160
Re: AB 12 (Beall & Bass) California Fostering Connections to Success Act
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

On behalf of {YOUR ORGANZATION}, I am writing to urge your signature of Assembly Bill 12.  AB 12 will use newly available federal funding to prevent homelessness and incarceration among youth who today “age out” of the foster care system at age 18 and will improve the quality of support for relative caregivers in California.

{SENTENCE OR TWO ABOUT YOURSELF OR YOUR ORGANIZATION AND WHY YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THIS ISSUE}
AB 12 is a policy with a proven track record. According a five-year longitudinal study, youth who remained in foster care beyond 18 fared better than those who were forced to exit at age 18.  Specifically, youth who received support after age 18 were 200% more likely to be working towards completion of a high school diploma, 300% more likely to be enrolled in college, 65% less likely to have been arrested and over 54% less likely to have been incarcerated. In addition to positive outcomes for youth, this policy pays dividends to the public: a 2009 study found that for every $1 invested by the State, there is a $2.41 return on investment. 

AB 12 also replaces California’s state-funded subsidized guardianship program for relative caregivers with a federally-funded program, saving the State an estimated $50 million annually. This new program builds on the success of California’s Kinship Guardianship Assistance Program (Kin-GAP) by offering children the stability of living with their relatives, outside the foster care system

 AB 12 reflects bi-partisan consensus on California’s approach to Child Welfare. In 2009, the 51-member California Child Welfare Council, co-chaired by Supreme Court Justice Carlos Moreno and HHS Secretary Kim Belshé, unanimously recommended expanding support for youth in foster care to age 21. AB 12 does this using a very sensible approach. Implemented gradually over three years, AB 12 provides time to ensure effective implementation while avoiding a sudden increase in caseload. For these reasons and more, AB 12 has received the support of editorial boards across the state, including the Los Angeles Times, the Fresno Bee, the San Francisco Chronicle, and the Sacramento Bee. 
AB 12 will offer a better future for California’s most vulnerable children and their relative caregivers while maximizing federal funding. For these reasons, I urge you to sign AB 12.
Sincerely, 



Address
Phone number
